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WELCOME TO ALL MEMBERS.  

The year continues to move fast and, with this our Decem-

ber Newsletter, I have another opportunity to bring you up 

to date with happenings around the Club. 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS ï As 2009 draws to a close we 

become aware that Santa will soon be with us.  The Club 

has its Christmas tree decorated with the clubhouse taking 

on a Christmas theme.  The month of December will cele-

brate not only Christmas but the 60th anniversary of our 

Club with several functions scheduled for all members to 

attend and enjoy. 

 

OUTSIDE LIGHTING ï Management has obtained sev-

eral quotations for replacing the lights in the four light tow-

ers covering the front green.  It is estimated that the cost 

will be approximately $30,000 to provide brighter lighting 

with greater coverage on the greens ï a necessity for night 

bowling.   

A submission will shortly be made to Manningham Council 

for a $15,000 grant under its Capital Grants Scheme for 

local sporting clubs and if successful, it is expected  that the 

new lights will be installed during April ï June of next year. 

 

MANNINGHAM COUNCIL  ï During the month of Octo-

ber our Club has again assisted Council with the use of our 

clubhouse for an afternoon staff meeting and also for an 

early breakfast seminar. 

Council staff indicated that they continue to work from sev-

eral different locations but expect to be back in their Coun-

cil offices during March 2010. 

 

GARDENS ï A new sprinkler system is now in place to 

enable tank water to be used for maintaining our beautiful 

gardens over the summer months.  Special thanks to the 

garden committee for their dedication to keeping the gar-

dens well maintained. 

 

CHRISTMAS 2009 ï I take this opportunity to extend to 

all members and their families the very best wishes for the 

To ensure that the new green is protected, it is of paramount importance that your bowls are not dumped or dropped on 

this surface.  Should you have a problem with your delivery, please seek assistance from our head coach, Lindsay Capu-

ano.    

December - Dual celebrations   

our                                                                   

Birthday and Christmas 



N E W S  F R O M  B E N D I G O  B AN K   

Bank with us and your club benefits 
 

Allow me to introduce myself: 

I am Lorelle Richter, your new branch manager at the Doncaster East branch of your      

Community Bank where I have taken over from Paul Thompson. Paul is still deeply        

involved with us all but has been elevated to Group Manager and  is now responsible 

for the general management of two branches ï Doncaster East and our new branch at    

Templestowe Village (due to open in mid-December). If I have not already met you 

in my past role of Customer Relations Manager at the branch I certainly hope to do so 

soon. 

 

Ióm very pleased to have this occasion to announce that your Doncaster East and Templestowe Village* Com-

munity Bank Branches of the Bendigo Bank have launched a new scheme to allow club members to indirectly 

supplement the sponsorship funds already provided to the Doncaster Bowling Club. Put simply - and the 

scheme is very simple and straightforward - it means that every time a club member, family member or referred 

friend opens an account, at either of our two branches, the club will receive a financial benefit (ranging from $5 

to $250) at no cost to the new account holder. This has the potential to add a very significant amount to your 

clubôs income and so benefit all    members. 

 

The actual amounts received by the club will vary according to the type of account opened, and some very basic     

conditions do apply. 

For more information please call in to either branch* or phone 9840 2028. 

*  Templestowe Village branch is expected to open mid-December 2009; prior to that all enquiries may be di-

rected to the Doncaster East Community Bank branch at 900 Doncaster Road (Jackson Court Shopping Centre), 

Doncaster East. Telephone 9840 2028. 

       Lorelle Richter, Branch Manager 
Doncaster East Community Bank ® Branch ï Bendigo Bank 

Tel: 9840 2028 

Hello again bowlers. This last month seems to have flown by, 

and here I am again trying to think of some interesting news 

for you all. 

I can report that the training/coaching exercises that were run 

by Lachlan Tighe and Rohan Sharp went extremely well, with 

all the participants enjoying the friendly competition. 

We hope to be able to introduce our own training regimesô and 

are in the process of obtaining our own small Target mats and 

ñflapjacksò. 

The club singles and pairs knock out rounds are continuing, 

and members are asked to ensure that the rounds are com-

pleted on the noted dates. The Triples sectional rounds have 

been completed, and the final will be in February. 

The minor championship draws have been done and will be 

displayed soon.  

Our pennant season is progressing well on the average. While 

some sides are struggling, others are going extremely well. It 

is our hope that we donôt get sides demoted, and if possible, 

get some promoted. There are still a lot of games to go, so 

good luck to all. 
 

It is good to see our mid week games continuing to be well 

attended, as it all means extra money in the bank. 

The big event coming up (which will probably be over by the 

time this newsletter hits the stands) is the vote for unification 

on 19th Nov. It will be interesting to see how the state as a 

whole votes on this issue in December, when our club dele-

gates have to vote as our club decides. 

Good Bowling.               Jeff Dungan, President RVBA Section  

R V B A  S E C T I O N 

òIS IT TIME TO                                            

ORDER CLUB JACKETS?ó 
 

òABSOLUTLY YESó 

 

Our Club Jackets like our Club Shirts have to be made  espe-

cially for us in our Club colours. However, unlike the Club 

Shirts which we can keep a limited stock, the club cannot 

keep any stock of the jackets. (We are not a ready to wear 

shop) 

Also, due to the requirements of our supplier like all suppli-

ers we need to order a minimum number of jackets. This 

being the case and as it takes approximately six weeks for 

delivery and with Christmas in-between, if you order by late 

November your jacket may not be available until mid Febru-

ary. Just in time for the cooler months and be ready for the 

start of next season and before no doubt maybe a price in-

crease. Please ask Keith Kilner or David Norman for details 

regarding your size and pricing. 



Upcoming Events: 

Thursday, 3rd December.    10.30 am.  Final of the Ladies Club Championship Singles, followed by social bowls. 

Sunday,    6th December.    Nominated Mixed Fours with ôSpecial Afternoon Teaõ commencing at 1.00.pm                                                                 

                              not 12.30 pm as in the programme book. 

 

Sunday, 13th December.    60th Anniversary Selected Mixed Fours commencing at 12.30 pm.  No charge.                                                               

                              Lists to play or just to join us for afternoon tea are on the front noticeboard.                                                         

                              (see separate article for full details)   

 

Tuesday, 15th December.   VLBA Pennant Christmas Break-Up. 

Monte Rosso, Time: 6.00 pm.  

352 Blackburn Road, Doncaster East (near King Street Junction)   

Cost: $25 (entrée and main course, with a glass of wine or soft drink). 

Kris Kringle - $5.  If you want be part of this, please bring your gift along on the night. 

The list for attendees is on the noticeboard in the Ladies Lounge. 

 

Thursday, 17th December.  Mixed Triples. Dress ð mufti with a Christmas theme. 

Tuesday, 12th January.        Information Meeting and Pennant practice. 

Tuesday, 19th January.        Pennant competition resumes. 

 

Finally, I would like to extend my best wishes to all VLBA members and their families for a very Merry Christmas and may the coming year be 

a happy and healthy one.                                                                                                                       Kay Golding, President. VLBA Section 

V L B A  S E C T I O N   

S P E C I A L  G E N E R A L  M E E T I N G S  -  D O N C A S T E R ' S  D E C I S I O N 

Our Crazy Weather 

My last monthõs report mentioned the cold and windy start we had 

to our Pennant season. What a difference a month makes as at the 

time of writing we are experiencing a week of heat resulting in two 

of our teams being forced to forfeit/abandon their games as mem-

bers dealt with heat stress (and the B2 team withdrew before the 

game due to lack of available players throughout the whole VLBA 

Section).  

  Christmas Hampers. 

Once again, we have a wonderful display of Christmas Hampers for 

our annual raffle to be drawn at the Christmas Dinner Dance.  

Thanks to the many  ladies (and some men) who donated such a 

range of goodies and thanks too, to Pauline Donovan and Leonie 

Kirby who wrapped and presented the baskets so beautifully. Our 

thanks also to this yearõs Santaõs helpers ð Pam Dunton, Carmel 

Egan and Ann Bailey. 

The club held two special general meetings on Thursday 

evening 19 November to consider: 

 

a.  Amendment of the Club Constitution                                                    

     to accommodate Liquor Licence requirements; 

and 

b.  Proposed RVBA and VLBA Unification. 

 

In opening the first special general meeting, Club Chair-

man Barry Hardman indicated that the Club had sought 

independent advice concerning its requirements under the 

Liquor Licensing laws. This advice showed some discrep-

ancies in our procedures. 

Barry advised that amendments to the constitution would 

be  required. Alwyn Petherbridge explained the require-

ment of each of the three preposed amendments, as previ-

ously circulated to all members. 

When put to the vote each of the three resolutions was 

passed unanimously. Barry then closed that special gen-

eral meeting. 

 

In opening the second special general meeting, Bowls 

Committee Chairperson, Kay Golding, introduced VLBA 

State Councillor and Vice President Patricia Calabresi. 

Pat detailed the proposal for unification of the RVBA and 

VLBA and the intended administrative structure of the 

new single entity. Pat then took questions from the floor 

and after brief discussion handed the meeting back to Kay 

who then called for votes to be cast. 

Voting was by secret ballot and the results were as fol-

lows: 

 

Members present and registered to vote 105 

Results     RVBA 56 Yes.   4 No. 1 Informal.  

                VLBA  38 Yes.   6 No. 

 

In declaring the result of the ballot, Kay indicated that the 

Clubôs decision in favour of unification would be taken by 

our delegates to the special RVBA and VLBA meetings to 

be held at Moonee Valley Race Course on 3 December 

2009 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

2 0 0 9  S U R V E Y   
R E S U L T  O F  T H E  Q U E S T I O N A I R E 

1.  As you are probably aware, our Club conducted a 

Survey of its members during the month of September 

09.  We thought you might be interested in reading a 

brief explanation of why we issued the Survey and a 

brief resume of the results there from. 

2.  233 Surveys were issued and 109 replies received 79 

from male members and 30 from female members. Each 

of our Sides, both RVBA and VLBA, were fairly repre-

sented in the replies. The cost of issuing it was negligi-

ble. 

3.  The Survey came about as a result of some selectors, 

during the course of a review of last yearôs Pennant re-

sults, deciding that it was time to try something new to 

see if we could stimulate some improvement in our Pen-

nant performance in the coming  season. It was hoped 

that the Survey would produce some fresh ideas and 

provide us with the names of those bowlers who were 

interested in receiving  additional coaching from senior 

coaches outside the Club and/or our own Club coaches. 

4. We recognise that only about 50% of members re-

plied to the Survey and it is disappointing to note that 

many of those who did not reply were senior bowlers in 

the top RVBA and VLBA Sides. Nevertheless, we be-

lieve it has been worthwhile because it has given our 

members an opportunity to express their views on a 

number of important issues and some very good ideas 

have emerged from it. Based on the figures mentioned 

above, over 100 members have spoken and they are en-

titled to expect that their voices will be listened to and, 

if appropriate, acted upon. 

5.  One of the outcomes of the Survey indicates that    

perhaps the Club needs to recognise that it has a dual 

focus, and that is to provide varied social bowls accessi-

ble to all social bowlers, notwithstanding their level of 

ability, as well as to provide as much assistance as pos-

sible for those members who wish to achieve success at 

Pennant competition. 

6. A brief snap-shot of all the replies to the Survey  

seem to indicate that the members see DBC to be a well 

organised, well run, conservative, aging  Club providing 

good facilities and a good social environment for its 

members but at a static stage of development.  However, 

the Club needs to concentrate more on improving its 

social and Pennant bowls. It needs to find a way to in-

volve the less committed members in social and bowl-

ing activities and to embrace the need to provide a 

happy, inclusive and friendly club.  

It needs to somehow find a way to think óyoungerô so 

that everything it does is not oriented towards attracting 

older members to our Club. Without younger recruits 

the life-span of our Club is very   inhibited. 

7. The recommendations arising from the Survey are  

included in the discussions on each of the Questions 

contained in the final report presented to Management 

but are too lengthy to record here in the Newsletter. 

However, a brief summary follows :- 

(a).  we recommended that serious consideration be 

given to the appointment of a professional coach, at 

least on a part-time or ñSessionò basis. (In this regard 

we can report that preliminary discussions at Executive 

level have already taken place and although no decisions 

have been made, enquiries will commence to ascertain 

what personnel are available, on what basis would they 

coach (that is, on a part-time or sessional basis) and at 

what cost.  

 

(b). we believe that the recruiting of new and younger 

members is vital to the long term health of our Club and 

we recommended that the Recruitment Committeeôs 

numbers be increased and its work given top priority. 

(In this regard we can report that action at Executive 

level to increase the strength of the Recruitment Com-

mittee has already commenced).  

 

(c). we recommended that the Club adopt a far stricter 

approach to coaching and practice habits.  (In this regard 

we can mention that action has already been taken to 

have our Coaches coached by Lachlan Tighe, an Inter-

national coach, and  5 coaching sessions have already 

been run at our Club by Rohan Sharpe (assistant to 

Lachlan Tighe)  for our two top RBVA and VLBA Sec-

tions Sides.) 

 

(d). we recommended that the results of this Survey be 

referred to the Coaching Convenor for his information 

and action as required.  

                     G. Selleck, B. Donovan. November 2009                                                                                                                                                       

     



On Friday, 6th Nov. we ran our annual Ladies Classic Bowls 

day, played by 30 teams in delightful weather conditions, 

with ladies from 23 different clubs. We have received many 

favourable comments from our visitors who said they had a 

very enjoyable day ð even if they didnõt win.                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Mollie Harding (skip), Kay Bishop, Beryl 

Kilner and Elizabeth Reid, who were overall Runners-Up and 

I was delighted to see our ôstand-byõ team of Elva  Mason 

(skip), Joy Salvage, Lois Powell and June Crouch take out 

the Best Second Game.  

 

 

 

 

Things like this  just donõt happen and while on the day I 

thanked all involved I would like to reiterate my thanks to 

those people who contributed in some capacity to make 

sure the day was a success:  the ladies (and men) who 

stayed after Thursday night meals to set the tables, the men 

who helped with the outside duties both before and after 

the event, the ladies who made up the ôkitchen crewõ and in 

particular, Trudy  Haysom the Team Leader, Ros Hester who 

besides working in the kitchen also sold tickets for our Spe-

cial Effort and acted as ôofficialõ photographer, all the ladies 

who provided slices for afternoon tea, Pamela McLean 

(Tournament Chairman) and the ladies on the Tournament 

Committee. Our Umpire, Jeff Aldrich, after a slow start, was 

nearly run off his feet at times. Thanks to Brian Ford and 

John Harding (our Board Men) and Ken Vanslow (barman). 

Last but not least, Lorraine Bradshaw who invited/

badgered/cajoled ladies from other clubs to ensure that we 

had so many entries. 

Well done and my heartfelt thanks to you all!                                          

                       Kay Golding, President VLBA Section 

                              

V L B A  C L A S S I C  D A Y     

With their eyes on the numbers, John and Brian keep the board up to date 

ñBradieò 

and Di cast 

their eyes 

over pro-

spective 

invitees for 

next  yearôs   

Classic Day,   

while lead  

Margaret 

plays on 

Donôt mess with 

 this umpire!                                 

Although run off  

his feet, Geoff 

still has his eye  

on  the rules 

A great success 

VLBA Pennant Christmas Break-Up. 
Tue. 15th Dec.  Time: 6.00 pm.   Cost: $25  

Monte Rosso 
352 Blackburn Rd, Doncaster East                                                   

(near the King Street Junction)                              

(Entrée and main course, & glass of wine or soft drink). 

Kris Kringle - $5.  If you want be part of this, please bring 

your gift along on the night. 

noticeboard in the Ladies 


